
TOOELE CITY CORPORATION 

ORDINANCE 2026-09 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOOELE CITY COUNCIL AMENDING TOOELE CITY CODE 
SECTION 6-5b-6 REGARDING POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND DANGEROUS 
DOGS AND CATS. 

WHEREAS, Utah Constitution, Article XI, Section 5 directly confers upon Utah's 
charter cities, including Tooele City, "the authority to exercise all powers relating to 
municipal affairs, and to adopt and enforce within its limits, local police, sanitary and 
similar regulations not in conflict with the general law"; and, 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Section 10-8-84 authorizes Tooele City to "pass all 
ordinances and rules, and make all regulations ... as are necessary and proper to provide 
for the safety and preserve the health, and promote the prosperity, improve the morals, 
peace and good order, comfort, and convenience of the city and its inhabitants, and for 
the protection of property in the city"; and, 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Section 10-8-65 authorizes Tooele City to regulate the 
keeping of dogs; and, 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Title 18 governs dogs, including attacking dogs and owner 
responsibility for injuries and damages caused by dogs; and, 

WHEREAS, Tooele City Code ("TCC") Title 6 regulates the keeping of animals in 
Tooele City, and Chapter 6-5b regulates aggressive animals; and, 

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2025, City Council passed Ordinance 2025-02, 
amending several provisions of TCC Chapter 6-5b, including TCC §6-5b-6; and, 

WHEREAS, upon subsequent review, TCC §6-5b-6 should be amended for clarity 
as shown in attached Exhibit A: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOOELE CITY COUNCIL that 
Tooele City Code Section 6-5b-6 of the Tooele City Code is hereby amended as shown 
in Exhibit A. 

This Ordinance is necessary for the immediate preservation of the peace, health, 
safety, and welfare of Tooele City and its residents and businesses and shall become 
effective upon passage, without further publication, by authority of the Tooele City 
Charter. 

-'°' IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Ordinance is passed by the Tooele City Council this 
~ day of Lhon Q , 2026. 

' 



TOOELE CITY COUNCIL 
(For) (Against) 

1J!!t2 

ABSTAINING: 

MAYOR OF TOOELE CITY 
(Approved) (Disapproved) 

(If the ma pproves clinance, the City Council passes this ordinance with the Mayor's approval. If the Mayor disapproves 
this ordinance, the City Council passes the ordinance over the Mayor's disapproval by a super-majority vote (at least 4) . If the Mayor 
neither approves nor disapproves of this ordinance by signature, this ordinance becomes effective without the Mayor's approval or 
disapproval. UCA 10-3-704(11).) 

ATTEST: 

Shilo Baker~er 

SEAL ~~~ 

Approved as to Form: ~ b 
Matthew C. J6hnson, City Attorney 



Exhibit A 

Amendment to Tooele City Code Section 6-5b-6 



6-Sb-6. Potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs and 
cats - application for hearing. 

(1) Upon written application of the Division or any 
other person alleging that a dog or cat is or is not 
dangerous or potentially dangerous, the Department 
hearing examiner shall conduct a hearing to determine 
whether an animal is a potentially dangerous or dangerous 
animal. The application must be filed with the 
Department within 30 days ofimpoundment of the animal 
by the Division or other Division determination that the 
animal is dangerous or potentially dangerous. The 
application shall state the legal and factual grounds 
supporting the application. The hearing examiner will not 
conduct a hearing on an application that does not state the 
legal and factual grounds supporting the application. The 
hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the 
procedures provided by Section 6-5b-7. 

(2) A dog or cat shall be declared potentially 
dangerous if, unprovoked, it: 

(a) has violated Section 6-5b- l , 6-5b-2, or 6-5b-
3, to a degree other than that specified under subparagraph 
(3); or, 

(b) has a known propensity to attack unprovoked, 
or to cause injury or otherwise to threaten the safety of 
humans or domesticated animals. 

(3) A dog or cat shall be declared dangerous when the 
animal has done any of the following: 

(a) killed a human being or inflicted injury on a 
hun1an being that created or caused protracted physical 
pain, permanent disfigurement, or temporary or permanent 
impairment of any bodily member or organ; 

(b) without provocation, killed a pet, livestock, 
farm animal, or other domesticated animal; 

( c) bitten or endangered the safety of hun1ans or 
domesticated animals after previously having been found 
to be potentially dangerous; or, 

(d) done any of the acts listed in subparagraph 
(2) that would classify the animal as potentially 
dangerous, but after a hearing held pursuant to Section 6-
5b-7, the hearing examiner reasonably believes that the 
animal poses an unreasonable risk of inflicting death or 
substantial bodily injury on a human being or 
domesticated animal. 

( 4) In making a determination whether a dog or cat is 
potentially dangerous or dangerous, the hearing examiner 
shall consider each of the following factors : 

(a) any previous history of the animal attacking 
or biting a human being or domesticated animal; 

(b) the nature and extent of injuries inflicted and 
the number and ages of victims involved; 

( c) the location where the attack took place; 
( d) the presence or absence of any provocation or 

other circumstance that would justify or explain the bite or 
attack; 

( e) the extent to which property has been 
damaged or destroyed; 

(f) whether the animal exhibits any 
characteristics of being trained for fighting or attacking, 
and any evidence to show such training; 

(g) whether the animal exhibits characteristics of 
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aggressive or unpredictable temperament or behavior in 
the presence of human beings or domesticated animals; 

(h) whether the animal can be effectively trained 
or retrained to change its temperament or behavior; 

( i) the manner in which the animal has been kept 
by its owner or custodian; 

U) the owner' s or custodian's past and future 
ability and willingness to train and control the animal; 

(k) any other relevant information or evidence 
regarding the ability of the owner or custodian, or the 
Division, to protect the public safety in the future if the 
animal is permitted to remain in the city. 

(5) If the hearing examiner determines that the dog or 
cat is potentially dangerous, and if the owner or custodian 
is able and willing to properly train, handle, and maintain 
the animal, the hearing examiner may impose reasonable 
terms, conditions, and restrictions upon the owner's or 
custodian's continued possession of the animal and the 
training, handling, and maintenance of the animal to 
protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

(6) If the hearing examiner determines that the dog or 
cat is dangerous, the Division shall order the shelter 
supervisor to hun1anely destroy the animal. 

(7) Unless otherwise precluded by order of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, the shelter supervisor shall 
authorize the destruction of the dog or cat 5 business days 
after a final determination either by the Chief of Police ( or 
designee ), or by the Administrative Hearing Officer under 
Chapter 1-28, that the animal is dangerous. 

(8) Any dog or cat that is determined to be potentially 
dangerous by the hearing examiner shall be permanently 
identified as such by the Division by the use of 
photographs or pem1anent marking, or both, prior to the 
animal 's release from impound or confinement. 

(9) Any dog or cat that is determined to be 
potentially dangerous, or that is determined to not be 
dangerous or potentially dangerous, shall be presumed 
abandoned if the animal is not redeemed from impound 
within 5 business days ofnotice of the determination, and 
may thereafter be humanely destroyed, adopted, or 
otherwise disposed of. 


